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Eleni Kavros DeGraw Launches Campaign for CT  

General Assembly’s District 17 Seat (Canton/Avon) 
 

Longtime Community Leader Qualifies for Citizen Election Program 
 

CANTON/AVON, CONNECTICUT (February 7, 2018) –  Citing the necessity for a proactive voice who will 

advocate for the Farmington Valley in Hartford, Eleni Kavros DeGraw has announced her candidacy for the 

Connecticut General Assembly’s District 17 seat for Canton and Avon.  

 The Avon resident, long-serving community leader, and writer filed for the seat in early January and, 

within three weeks, has exceeded the requirements to qualify for the state’s Citizen Election Program (CEP), 

which calls for at least 150 in-district donors and $5,000 in donations.  

“I’m grateful to the many individuals in Canton and Avon who stepped up early to get our campaign 

qualified so we can focus on #TeamEleni’s priorities: the economy, education, and equality,” Kavros DeGraw 

said. “It’s crucial that our legislators be willing to show up, propose legislation, and reach across the aisle to 

create relationships. I will not be a placeholder; I will be the working legislator our district deserves.”  

  For two decades, Kavros DeGraw has provided key leadership and service in Farmington Valley and 

Hartford area communities. As an active board member for Hands on Hartford for six years, she saw firsthand 

the struggles that non-profits faced in meeting needs of the most vulnerable. She has led initiatives and built 

teams to raise funds and secure resources for schools, food banks, child advocacy groups, and more.  

 Kavros DeGraw is co-founder of two Farmington Valley organizations: 100 Women Who Can - 

Farmington Valley, a regional giving circle that collected over $55,000 in its first year, and ForwardCT, a 
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 grassroots activist group that educates and inspires residents to support critical causes including poverty,  

healthcare, refugees, education, and the environment. Most recently, she was campaign chair for the Avon 

Democratic Town Committee, where she connected directly with residents and listened to their concerns. 

 “Knocking on doors during our November 2017 election gave me the chance to hear what residents 

worry about: our state’s economy, their fear of getting sick and ending up in financial ruin, and loss of funding 

to our schools,” Kavros DeGraw said. “I heard our seniors and our veterans talk about having to choose 

between medicine and food.” 

 It was these talks with voters, along with frustration over the lack of bipartisan solutions in 

Connecticut’s 2017 legislative session, that inspired Kavros DeGraw to enter the District 17 race.  

“The reality is, we can and should do better,” she said. “We can’t wait for change to come to Hartford, 

and I will be the advocate Canton and Avon needs to promote their interests.” 

 In the past year, Kavros DeGraw said it became crystal clear that civic engagement and service is 

essential – and that the current leadership gap can be best filled by bringing women like her to the table. 

  “Women have been leaders in our communities forever – making schools better, working with 

organizations to help senior citizens and children, and creating teams to fill social service gaps,” Kavros 

DeGraw said. “Women make up 51% of the population and Connecticut’s legislature is less than 25% female. 

It’s beyond time for women to transfer our real-life experience, solutions-based strategies, and fresh ways of 

thinking to the political realm.” 
 

ABOUT #TEAM ELENI: 

Eleni Kavros DeGraw is running for election November 6, 2018 for Connecticut’s State House District 17, 

representing the communities of Canton and most of Avon, to bring a proactive voice for innovation, progress, 

and bold new ideas to Hartford. #TeamEleni’s platform focuses on building relationships and improving lives in 

Connecticut by focusing on three cornerstone issues: the economy, education, and equality. Stay updated at 

TeamEleni.com.  
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